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Dear Church Family, ::.0 ﬂ::th N Z
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Bishop Alfred L. Norris, Resident Bishop of the Northwest Texas/
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the universe was nothing until God whispered into the void and Calendar 9
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tion. Until God spoke to us through the gift of Jesus Christ, we were a
lost people. Because of His coming, lives are changed, relationships are I
cemented, hope is restored, love is rekindled, spirits are nurtured, and Hap py New Year'
faith is renewed. All of this because God spoke silently, softly, and ten-

. . . To help you prepare to hear
derly that night in Bethlehem. And what then is our response to such a by Pep

&OEzUw6 OUEWEUwWPOUU

T i Oy~ _
Readings for January 1
Every Sunday morning worship service challenges and enables us Isaiah 61:10- 62:3
to consider a response to the gift of Jesus Christ. Each Sunday school Psalm 148
class, Bible study, choir rehearsal, youth fellowship gathering, etc., fﬁ?';g;jgﬂ

helps us to focus and accept for ourselves such a gift.
Readings for January 8

You and your family need to make worship a part of your pilgrim- Genesis 1:15
age in 2012 as we celebrate the birth, life and teachings, death and res- Psalm 29
urrection of Jesus so that we may adequately respond to such a gift. Acts 19:1-7

Mark 1:4-11

In Christian love, _
Readings for January 15

1 Samuel 3:110 (1120)
/Qw.% Psalm 139:16, 1318

1 Corinthians 6:12-20

John 1:4351

7M Readings for January 22
Jonah 3:15, 10
Psalm 62:512

Dear Church Family, 1 Corinthians 7:29-31
Mark 1:14-20

Words could never be enough to thank you for your generous

Christmas gift. We continue to value your love, prayers and support. Readings for January 29

Deuteronomy 18:15-20
Rev. John & Barb Psalm 111

1 Corinthians 8:1-13
Mark 1:21-28



Amazing Grace

Thank You, Thank You,
Thank You!
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What a Holiday Season! Just wanted to g
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thank all of you who touched the hearts of
many during this Holiday Season! The
Holy Spirit was truly at work - busy really -
and it all happened because of YOU! You

will never know how much we appreciate -1 Pw8l EUzUuw! O UUD

your willingness to help. God Bless You!
May God make your year a happy one!

The Staff of Grace Not by shielding you from all sorrow and
pain,

But by strengthening you to bear it as it
comes;

et Not by making your path easy,

. oy But by making you sturdy to travel any

s Vel path;
Not by taking hardships from you,
But by taking fear from your heart;

S o o __ _Not by granting you unbroken sunshine,
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Christmas Card
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Activities

beautiful Christmas cards you received? If shadows;

you are not going to keep them, do not put Not by making your life always pleasant,

them in FILE 13! First, cut the fronts off the But by showing you when people and their

cards, and then bring them to Grace with causes need you most, and by making you

you on Sunday morning. You can deposit anxious to be there to help.

them in the silver basket on the Missions &OEZUwOOYI Owxl EET Owi Ox1 weOE U
Table in the Narthex. The end of January the year ahead.

they will be delivered to the Brethren Home Author unknown

in Palmyra to use for various craft items.
Thank you in advance for supporting this
ministry!

de-decorate!

Scout Sunday February 12, 2012
If you are interested in planning this
event, or if you would like to have the scouts
that you are volunteering with attend, please
contact Gary Wagner at 6525602 or Chris

Dunlap at 566-8064.

Volunteers are needed to help with the
de-decorating of Grace on Sunday, January
8, 2012, immediately following the 10:45 am
worship service. Many hands make a light
load! All are welcome to join in. Thanks!
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Attention All Twenty & Grace Is Going Green!
Thirty Somethings! RECYCLE THOSE BATTERIES!
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As you change those batteries, bring
the used ones with you to church on Sun-

Save the date for a Progressive Dinner on EEAWEDEWETI xOUPUWUT T Owbdwo
Saturday, February 4, 2012, beginning at 5:30 EAEODOT w!' PO 2 ww3il EVwPEawacd
pm. Child care provided at the Church. If xOUUDOT WOUUWRUEET w"i UPUUDE
you are interested, please contact Megan 11 EAEODPOT w/ UOBT UEOWEBE WOIT 1 x
Moffett at moylerl@hotmail.com no later beautiful creation safe for years to come!

than January 6, 2012.

Upcoming Dates To Remember

Sunday, January 1- Pork & Sauerkraut Dinner 11:30 am to 1 pm in APR

Wednesday, January 4- Friendship Breakfast 8:30 am in Youth Room

Saturday, January 7- Creative Ministries Boot Camp 10 - noon

Sunday, January 8- De-decorate our Sanctuary 11:45 am

Friday, January 13- LVC Jazz Concert 7 pm in Sanctuary

Sunday, January 15- GUMY Potluck in APR 5:30 pm

Monday, January 16 - Children Chimes begin rehearsals from 6 - 7 pm in ABC
Room

Thursday, January 19-& UEET w" | UPUUDPEOuw/ Ul UET 60OO0uw

Friday, January 20-21 - Dare2Share Retreat

Sunday, January 22- Spring Musical Practice Starts from 3 to 5 pm

Sunday, January 22- Confirmation Class in the Youth Room from 4:30 to 5:45 pm

Sunday, January 29- GUMY Soup Fundraiser

Sunday, January 29- Grace Christian Preschool Open House from 1 to 3 pm
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Missions Report ...

Thanks to you!

The Missions Committee was able to do
amazing things this year! As a congregation,
you have been very generous with your giv-
ing; and as a Committee, we felt it was only
right to give you an idea of where your funds
went this year.

Over the course of the year, your generos-
ity has also allowed us to provide funding for
the Ready for School project, Love INC, and
the Harrisburg District Work Camp this past
summer. In addition, through the matching
and challenge grant programs the Missions
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funds are included in the church -wide budget,
that budget cannot be met without your
weekly giving. In addition, we often request
extra monetary help from you as a congrega-
tion when there is a particular need. Remem-
ber the missionaries who came to speak in
June? The offering that day went to their mis-
sion, World Gospel Mission. Remember us
shaking those cans on Missions Sunday dur-
ing our first annual Missions Fair? Well, those
monies went into the general Missions fund to
help replenish what was spent helping our
fellow parishioners recover from the flood in
September.

been able to go on mission trips. The Grace
Puppet Squad benefited from a matching
grant, and GUMY was able to host an outside
speaker for its annual retreat for the first time
ever. Because of your contributions, missions
of all types have grown by leaps and bounds
at Grace, and there is truly something for eve-
ryone. As a Committee, we would like to
thank you for your kindness and enthusiasm
for helping others, and we look forward to a
prosperous, service-minded new year!

Hillary Marotta
Missions Committee Chairperson
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Santa Luncheon 2011

Many thanks to everyone who was involved in this
year's Santa Luncheon! | was overwhelmed by the generos-
ity of our congregation. Whether you supported our event
with your prayers, financial support, gifts, or time, please
know that we were able to provide a wonderful day to
many local children because of your contribution.

Thank you once again to everyone for your help!

Diana Briselli, Chairperson
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In churches all around the country, a
) ministry has been started that combines the
& \ A love of knitting/crocheting with a prayer min-
= N — istry for those who are in need of comfort and
v 7\' solace. A shawl, sometimes called & x UEal Uw
-//\ OE O lor D UE al Uisurhhbethip 00e
\ \ = ‘r_ one and then is given to a person who is in
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= son know that others in the church care about
o the pain they are experiencing and want to
Prayer Shawl Mmlstry share in that pain. This shawl symbolizes the
unconditional love of God that will enfold
them and bring them comfort and solace during their time of trouble. Churches with this
ministry have given shawls to people who are undergoing long difficult medical proce-
dures, those experiencing separation or divorce, or as a comfort after a loss or bereave-
ment. The possibilities are endless because the variety of pain and suffering that people
may experience is so deep, personal and varied.
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This Prayer Shawl Ministry is alive at Grace! Every second and fourth Sunday of each
month between 3 and 5 pm, a special group of volunteers gather in the Fireside Room to
fellowship, create and pray. Not only do they create these love-filled shawls for our
church family to share, in their free time they create wonderful gifts that our church family
?xUUET EUI E?2 wOOwWET Ol i POW&UEET ZzUwWEI EVwUI EUE

Thank you to all for the support of this ministry in so many ways! During the upcom-
ing months you will be hearing more and more about our Prayer Shawl Ministry. Take a
moment to go down the Education hallway and stop to review the bulletin board and read
how lives are touched by these shawls.
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New Year ¢ New Volunteers Needed!
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way for parents to connect with youth who are interest in providing fz‘)
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youth a safe way to connect with families and learn the importance
of scheduling time and responsibility.

If you are a youth and would like to be listed on our 2012 Baby- ‘ k\x\i; /
UDUU|Uuzw-|upou00wx0|EUQMﬂ&OUEEUw;ﬁ@&@MéUDOlUwEUw
slggumc@aol.comto receive and complete the informational refer-
ence application. If you are a parent, feel free to contact the Church Office at 5662897 to ob-
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This & That

Grace will be hosting a concert here in our
Sanctuary on Friday, January 13, 2012, at 7 pm.
Come enjoy an evening of jazz presented by the
Lebanon Valley College Jazz Band.

Mark
Your Calendars

Friendship Breakfast - -
) OPOwUUWEUwWUI | wel EOI UE
Bible Study Group begins the New Year on Wed-
nesday, January 11" in the Fireside Room at 9:30
EO8 www. UUwWUUUEaAawbPDOOWEI

Our monthly Friendship
Breakfast is set for Wednes-
day, January 4, at 8:30 am. The
ladies gather in the Youth
Room while the gentlemen
congregate in the APR for fel-
lowship and a delicious break-
fast prepared by Ed Lerch.
Come start the year off right
with your friends at Grace!

an eight session video-driven Bible study in which
Beth Moore introduces a new tiered study approach
POUOwW) EOT UOw) 1 UUUZ wOP OwE
the new year and please sign up for the course at the
Welcome Desk in the Narthex.

The elevenweek session ofJump for Joy Christian Fit-
ness starts Thursday, January 5, 2012. Classes are held in the
All Purpose Room on Tuesdays and Thursdays at 7 pm.
Ladies of all fitness levels, age 13 and up are welcome. Bring
a soccersize ball, arm weights (opt.), mat, water bottle and
your sense of humor. Registration forms are on the bulletin
board outside of the All Purpose Room. For more informa-
tion, please call Leesa Caputo @ 312033 or visit the website
home.comcast.net/~jumpforjoy.

Jump for Joy

Start the new year off right!

Philly Extreme 2012 Youth Summer Mission Opportunity
Sponsored by Child Evangelism Fellowship

June 21 through 26, 2012 Cost per youth $90
Three days of training in learning creative ways to share the Gospel, participating in an
inner city block party, and two days of club time working directly with children. For
more information, please see Stacey Forshey or Barb or Jeff Rosensteel. Final registra-
tion deadline is March 1, 2012. This opportunity is open to all youth going into seventh
grade and up. Please sign up in the Youth Room or contact Stacey Forshey at 462086
or forsheyfamily5@comcast.net Payment is due with registration.
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